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Yes, I know we are late, but 
that’s what happens when 
a well-meaning bunch of 
amateurs get together. But 
we are here now.
So straight in. The Rutland 

CAMRA Pub Of The Year, 2020, has been 
awarded to the Railway Inn in Ketton. A real 
gem of a pub: great beer served well by friendly 
and knowledgeable staff, enthusiastic Landlord 
and Landlady, Jamie and Linda Betts, with good 
community links – and a Chip Van on Monday!
Jamie and Linda have not been at the Pub for very 
long but they secured a Pub Of The Season award 
early on in their tenure. Well done and the Pub 
Of The Year certificate presentation will be made 
soon. Watch the website: 
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk
The winner of the Pub Of The Season is The Lord 
Nelson in Oakham. The Nelson has won several 
CAMRA awards demonstrating the consistency of 
what they offer works.
All the awards are based on Rutland CAMRA 
Members’ beer scores on www.whatpub.com. So 
if you want your local to feature: join and score.
Other Branch stuff is on the website and please 
send me any beer/cider related news to add to 
our events page on the website.
Progress is being made on our Beer Festival 25th 

to 28th June at the County Museum, Oakham and 
again information will be added to the website as 
it comes in go to the beer festival page . Budget 
approval is being sought from HQ as you read 
this.
The Branch Secretary and I will be going to York 
for the CAMRA AGM and Member’s Weekend. 
I hope it does not turn itself into another inward 
looking blood bath but, hey ho, its democracy. 
Going into the pub/club should be fun, gassing 
on about it isn’t. And with that in mind I will leave 
you to enjoy this issue.

Regards

Jon Whowell
Chairman, Rutland CAMRA Branch

Chair@rutlandcamra.org.uk
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Rutland CAMRA reports on Brewery news in the 
County on a regular basis which are submitted 
to ensure we are recognised in the Good Beer 
Guide. Our Brewery Liaison Officers (BLO) 
prepare quarterly reports and we will make these 
a regular feature in future Tiny Pints. 

Grainstore
Grainstore beers are well 
represented in Rutland pubs 
as well as those outside to 
the County.
The seasonal beers are 

always popular, and 6 Nations with added ‘hop 
tea’ is the latest offering.
The beer which is most closely representative of 
the Grainstore range is Ten Fifty, available all year 
round.
Breaking News: Will Wood has been named as 
the new Head Brewer after joining from Great 
Yarmouth based Lacons.
Will Wood was previously Head Brewer at Lacons 
and Fyne Ales after spending his formative brewing 
years at nearby Oakham Ales. We all welcome 
him and looking forward to tasting his wares.

Stoney Ford Beers continue 
to be brewed using their 
recipes and methods and are 
well received in all outlets. 
Meadows Moondance is the 

popular Summer/Autumn beer and has  5.2%.
Grainstore Nip won Gold at the recent SIBA 
Midlands Festival, Rutland Beast being nominated 
for an award.
The weekend breakfasts (9 - 11am) continue to 
attract people, and it is probably wise to book 
a table especially if you are coming in a group. 
Boards, flyers and the website show the live events 
going on in the Brewery Tap. Quiz night, on the 
first Wednesday of each month is hotly contested! 

Bakers Dozen
It’s the beginning of a new year, 
which means that it’s time for the 
annual RateBeer Awards. 
Following on from previous 
years when picking up Best 

New Brewer, Best Brewer & Best Beer for Electric 
Landlady, Baker’s Dozen Brewing Co. have again 
been named the region’s Best Brewer for 2019, 
at the end of another year of beer reviews from 
drinkers around the world. 
RateBeer Best examines more than 640 thousand 
beers by over 33 thousand brewers around the 
world. The award winners often represent the 
tiniest fraction of the very best that reviewers have 
experienced. The RateBeer Best Best Top Brewer 
awards go out to fewer than 1/3rd of 1%. These 
are highly coveted and hard earned medallions. 
Bakers Dozen beers regularly showcase at local 
festivals and will be at the Leicester Festival in 
February. Further afield, our beers can now 
be tasted at the Craft Beer Company in Covent 
Garden as well as the Cask Pub & Kitchen in 
Pimlico.
This is a small brewery operating out of a unit 
in a Rutland village so sadly cannot offer tours. 
However, a good range of our beers can be 
tasted at The Jolly Brewer in Stamford. 

Uffington Brewhouse
A welcome addition to Rutland 
Brewing scene. Uppingham 
Brewhouse started brewing in 
a barn on the premises of the 
Falcon Hotel in early 2019 and 

so far two core beers and two special beers have 
been produced:
UBB is a dark, traditional bitter with English hops, 
mahogany in colour and with an ABV of 3.9% 
with biscuity barley flavours with a burnt coffee 
like afternote.
UB2 is a golden coloured beer with an ABV of 
4.3% with hints of caramel balanced by the 
aromatic bitterness of English hops.
“Fatstock Bitter” a dark bitter and “Tighthead 
Hop” a session pale are their two seasonal ales. 

RUTLAND 
BREWS UP 
SUCCESS
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All pubs have to be new sometime. Even the most 
beamy, thatchy, horse brassy pub was ‘state of the 
art’ at some time.  The plans for a new ‘Garden 
Community’ on the soon to be redundant St 
Georges barracks adjacent to Edith Weston and 
North Luffenham made me consider the possibility 
of a new pub to serve that new community. 
2,200 houses are planned with a population of 
7,000 plus. This may not all happen at once, and 
indeed, as some of the Rutland community would 

wish, it may not 
happen at all, 
BUT what must 
be considered 
is the provision 
of a community 
pub/hub where 
people can 
meet, eat, argue 
the toss, and of 
course drink real 
beer! 

Progress is 
progress and 
a new pub will 
probably be all 

Wi-Fi, and no doubt be based on the provision 
of casual dining facilities….the dreaded two for 

a tenner deal, with TV screens and electric car 
charging  points. But none the less a pub is a pub, 
and heaven knows they can provide an essential 
tool in the fight against loneliness and other 
mental health issues. So come on Rutland County 
Councillors and Planners; insist on a pub as part of 
the development. Great fun could be had over a 
name, and the Rutland CAMRA branch will offer a 
substantial prize, well at least a couple of pints, to 
the best suggestion! Just send your entries into me.

But what of the other existing pubs in the locality 
I hear you cry! Well, Edith Weston has a thriving 
community pub called the Wheatsheaf and North 
Luffenham has the Fox; both of which deserve a 
visit. They are different, but both serve good ales. 
However both are capable of withstanding a bit of 
competition from the ‘Bomb Silo’ or whatever our 
new pub is called! 

Toodle Pip! 

Dave Casewell 
Rutland Branch Secretary

secretary@rutlandcamra.org.uk  

Uppingham Brewhouse beers are available at the 
Falcon Hotel and The Vaults in Uppingham.

Uppingham Brewhouse worked with CAMRA and 
the town publicans to organise the first Uppingham 
Beer Festival in October 2019.

Additional information can be found on: 
www.uppinghambrewhouse.co.uk 
and additional events on Facebook 

The Branch would like to thank Susah Holford 
and Steve Crook, our BLO’s, for their hard and 
important work.

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
A PUB...... MUSINGS

BY THE 
BRANCH SECRETARY

The Fox North Luffenham near the 
St. George’s Barracks site.

Wheatsheaf Edith Weston next to the 
St. George’s Barracks site.
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The winner of this year’s contest is the Railway Inn 
in Ketton following their success as Pub Of The 
Season in 2019.
The Pub has 4 hand pumps, usually with beers from 
Grainstore Brewery 
and Oakham Ales 
but guest beers 
from Bakers Dozen 
have made a good 
showing. They also 
offer an interesting 
range of gins.
Landlord and 
Landlady, Jamie 
and Linda Betts, are 
building the 19th 
century Pub into a 

real community hub with dominos, darts and pool 
featuring. 
On a Monday 
evening from 5pm 
a chip van pulls up 
and customers are 
welcome to eat their 
fish and chips inside 
the Pub. Quiz nights 
on Thursday are 
popular and an open 
mic’ night every 3rd 
Wednesday attracts 
local talent.
Opening hours 
are Monday to 
Thursday 5 to 11, Friday 5 to 12, Saturday Noon 
to 12 and Sunday 12 to 9pm. Their Facebook  
page is https://www.facebook.com/
TheRailwayInnKetton. Its hoped to get a website 
set up shortly, the telephone number is (01780) 
721 050. The Pub is next to Ketton Parish Church 
on Church Lane, Ketton,  PE9 3RD.
The Pub itself is not huge but cosy and a warm 
welcome awaits.  There’s a small patio garden at 
the back of the Pub. With open fires, a great dog, 
and good beer what more do you need?
This is a Pub well worth making a diversion to.

Congratulations also to The Lord Nelson, 
Oakham, for winning the 2019 Winter Pub of the 
season.

Jon Whowell
Trainspotter

RUTLAND 
CAMRA PUB OF 
THE YEAR 2020

A worthy winner

The Railway’s security dog is 
far too friendly

Well done to The Lord Nelson, 
Oakham, for thier award

Jo Whowell, Chairman 
presents the well earned Pub 
Of The Year award for 2020 

to Linda and Jamie.
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LANDLORD 
BLUES

The song Stewart & Quittenton, probably meant 
to write instead of Maggie May – (which it 
sounds remarkably like when sung!)

Wake up landlord, I think that it has 
to be opening time.

It’s well past six and I’m certain my throat 
is way too dry.

I know that you’re not amused and 
feel you’re being used,

But yours is the only pub I can walk to tonight!
You draw me away from home, and 

I don’t want to leave you alone,
We swap my money for beer almost every night.

The evening sun when it’s on your glass, 
really shows the dust,

But that don’t worry me none, 
it’s your good beer I trust.

You laugh at all of my jokes, my spending 
you don’t need to coax,

Oh landlord! Please, please, open the door.
You draw me away from home, and I 

don’t want to leave you alone,
But your door being shut is a pain 

I can do without.

All I need is a drink, so lend me a helping hand.
I’m not looking for a lover, so brother, 

you don’t need a bath..
All I want is a long full glass, and another 

in a while when I ask, 
Oh landlord! Please, please open the door.

You draw me away from home, and I 
don’t want to leave you alone,

But if this door stays shut, I might 
need to think again.

I suppose, I could forget my thirst and 
rethink my aims

Steal my kiddies’  Sony, make a living 
playing games.

Find myself another bar, that needs me 
and isn’t far.

Oh landlord, I really wish I didn’t like your beer.
You’re making a first class fool out of me and I’m 

as blind as a fool can be
It looks like it’ll be cocoa and an early night.

Landlord, I wish I’d never seen your face
I’ll get on back home…    Now!

Gary Marsh
Rutland CAMRA’s Bard

Here’s a cheery chappy

WHITE LION INN
@ Whissendine

Rutland CAMRA Pub of the Year 2019
Real Ales, Honest Food, Accommodation,
Award winning Garden, Sunday Carvery,

Function Room and Marquees for small events.
Events throughout the year

please see our web page for full information

Tel: 01664 474233
FB: whitelionwhissendine
www.whitelioninn.com

VE DAY CELEBRATIONS
8th May

Nostalgia Day to Remember
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TYNT MEADOW
Leicestershire’s 
Trappist Ale

Until the summer of 2018 there were just thirteen 
Trappist breweries in monasteries around the 
world, with famous names such as Chimay, Orval 
and Rochefort among them. Belgium had six 
breweries, there were two in the Netherlands, and 
one each in Austria, France, Spain, Italy and the 
United States. In 2018 these illustrious breweries 
were joined by the monks of Mount St Bernard 
Abbey in Charnwood.

The monks have been there since 1835. It is a 
Cistercian community, and for most of its life has 
relied on farming for the majority of its income. 
Alas, the increasing difficulties faced by that 
industry forced the monastery to close the farm 
and the monks lost their principal source of 
revenue. It was at this point that they explored 
brewing the UK’s only Trappist ale. The monks 
spoke to other brewers of such ales during their 
intensive research, and local brewers were also 
very helpful. The brewery was installed during 
2018, and the first brew appeared in the summer 
of 2018. The beer is called Tynt Meadow in 

honour of the plot of land on which the community 
first settled.

What’s it like? I’ve never attempted tasting notes 
seriously, but I’ll have a go. It is a dark brown beer 
which is undergoing secondary fermentation in 
the bottle, and it pours with a lovely and lasting 
creamy head. It is slightly smoky and fruity on the 
nose, and there’s more than a hint of dried fruit on 
the palate. It is not at all sweet for a 7.4% beer; 
it has a rich and full taste with pleasant dryness 
which stays long in the finish.

Even if I didn’t have an obsession with monasticism, 
particularly of the medieval period (which I have 
never been able to explain adequately), I would 
be predisposed to this drink. The fact that I believe 
it to be a terrific ale (and I’m very far from being 
the only one, as reviews have been uniformly 
enthusiastic) makes me even more keen to 
persuade others to try it and support the UK’s only 
Trappist ale, one that is local to us. One for the 
beer festival, perhaps? Well, you never know.......

David Whittle

(Footnote from the Chair. My Father Dr Brian 
Whowell, was the local GP in the area in the 50’s 
and 60’ and he often attended the Monastery. I 
remember going with him on some of these visits, 
the Monks were scary, but fun.  The Beer is very 
good!)

Brewed in The Charnwood Forest in Leicestershire

Home of the only English Trappist brewery
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Ok so you weren’t expecting to find an article on 
the Oz beer scene in the Tiny Pint but  ‘multum in 
parvo’ as we say in these parts, I hope it’s of some 
interest.

Growing up in Oz it was where I first started 
drinking beer, aka the amber nectar or ‘weasel’s 
piss’ according to the sadly recently departed Bob 
Willis.

Certainly back then the market was dominated 
by similar tasting keg lagers served at just above 
freezing point so that any discernible difference 
in taste was pretty minimal. An exception was the 
Adelaide based Coopers Brewery who bucked 
the trend with their Pale and Sparkling Ales and 
Stout.

Now Coopers are a big part of a much changed 
and vibrant marketplace with hundreds of craft 
and micro breweries joining it. Bruce and Sheila 
still like their beers served icy cold, so the brewers 
look to take this into account in their recipes and 
brewing methods, however in my humble opinion 
the dispense temperature still inhibits flavour 
somewhat. 

Notwithstanding this the range and style of beers 
is extensive and some are very good. Heavy 
emphasis on the ubiquitous pale ales (every 
brewery seems to produce at least one) but also 
an interesting array of dark beers, proper lagers 
and I even found a particularly good traditional 
English bitter dispensed via a handpump - Holgate 
ESB from Woodend Brewhouse near Melbourne.

If you’re visiting Oz  I think you might be surprised 
by the beer market, here’s a few recommendations:
 
Four Pines Brewery, Manly, - catch the ferry from 
Circular Quay for a spectacular journey to the pub
Green Man’s Arms, Carlton - enjoy your hand 
drawn Holgate ESB among other good beers.
Paper Scissors Rock Brew Co. Halls Gap, 
Grampians - great microbrewery in super location
Coopers Alehouse, Adelaide - as it says, serving 
the full range of Coopers beers. 

Rich Harris
International Team 

Festival@rutlandcamra.org.uk

G’DAY TO 
OZ BEERS

A fine beer from down under
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Join the campaign today at
www.camra.org.uk/joinup

Join us, and together we can protect the traditions of great  
British pubs and everything that goes with them.
Become part of the CAMRA community today – enjoy 
discounted entry to beer festivals and exclusive member 
offers. Learn about brewing and beer and join like-minded 
people supporting our campaigns to save pubs, clubs,  
your pint and more. 

*Price for paying by Direct Debit and correct at April 2019. Concessionary rates available.  
Please visit camra.org.uk/membership-rates

Join up, join in,  
join the campaign

Discover  
why we joined.
camra.org.uk/ 

10reasons

Includes 

£30  
Real Ale

Cider & Perry
Vouchers

In

£
Re

CCider
Vo

From  
as little as 

£26.50*
a year. That’s less 

than a pint a  
month!
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