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CHAT FROM
THE CHAIR
Yes, we are back, sorry for
being so late but IT issues got
in our way.
This issue will be the last one
before we scramble into the
20 20s’ – such fun!
The best news is that, subject
to HQ budget approval, we will be holding our
Rutland CAMRA Beer Festival from the 25th to 28th
June 2020 at our home in the Rutland County
Museum in Oakham. As usual we depend on
volunteers to help with the build-up, the event itself
and the take down. Please let David Casewell
secretary@rutlandcamra.org.uk know. This year’s
organiser Rich Harris assisted by David Whittle
deserve all our support. Russ Hibbitt is our beer
buyer and Susan Holford and her team will keep
us well fed, Dave Laughton is the Health & Safety
guru. So, get you diaries out and mark the dates
in now.
We have had some excellent outings organised
by Dave Lewin to whom we send our thanks for
his organisational skills. Read more on our trips in
this edition.
One event that was very special in the last few
weeks was the 1st Uppingham Beer Festival
where seven pubs and clubs worked together to
offer a great beer and cider selection, all within
the town centre. As you may recall we have tried
to organise an Ale Trail in Oakham to coincide
with our beer festival and hope this may inspire
landlords in our ‘Capital City’ to work together
and attract even more visitors.
Doubts about our beer scoring have returned so I
felt it was appropriate to publish again a note of
how our selection of pub of the season works. The
key thing is to score the beer in your pub on www.
whatpub.com.
All can vote for pubs of the season and year, but
only votes from current members of our branch
count in the selection of award winners and Good
Beer Guide Entrants.
Have a very Happy Christmas and please do not
do Dry January – your pub needs you!
Jon Whowell
Chairman, Rutland CAMRA Branch
Chair@rutlandcamra.org.uk
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk
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RUTLAND CAMRA
POTS/GBG
PROCESS:
A STATEMENT
The Pub of The Season (POTS)
decision rests in the hands of
the Rutland branch members,
not with any Branch Ofﬁcers.
The quarterly short list is
based upon objective ‘What
Pub’ beer scores provided by Rutland CAMRA
members, and then the short list of 3 is narrowed
down to a winner by a vote open to all members
of the branch. 1 member 1 vote.
This vote is either electronic by email or in person
at the relevant and notiﬁed branch meeting. All
branch members who have given permission to
be contacted electronically by the branch are
notiﬁed by email, and also more generally by
social media, of the 3 short listed pubs, and invited
to vote.
The vote has to be accompanied by their CAMRA
membership number (which can be checked) to
ensure that the branch is not ﬂooded by spurious
votes attempting to alter the outcome, and that
only bona ﬁde Rutland CAMRA members votes
are cast.
Any pub with ambitions to gain a POTS award
can act pro-activley to convert its customers into
CAMRA members, and then encourage those
members to score their beers (assuming that these
are of good enough quality to gain a creditable
score!) This should not be seen as an attempt to
distort the process as all pubs should be actively
embracing the idea of their customers as CAMRA
members as a matter of course, and should not be
afraid of beer scoring to ratify the quality of their
offering, and indeed should be encouraging the
process.
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Rutland CAMRA actively encourages Licensees
and their staff to become branch members, and
indeed has actively campaigned along these
lines. They have a great deal to gain and offer by
attending branch meetings and becoming active
members.
All 4 POTS winners are automatically entered into
the next GBG. Thanks to the active persuasion by
our Chair at a past CAMRA members’ weekend/
AGM, Rutland now has its own separate entry in
the GBG, but due to the size of the county we are
restricted to 7 entries. We are campaigning to
increase this, but with little succes to date. The
selection of the 7 outlets is as objective as it can
be and follows the following process:

•
•

The 4 POTS are entries

•

The remaining 2 are selected by being the
highest beer scoring pubs apart from the
above 5

Of the remaining short-listed pubs (4x2=8)
the pub gaining the highest number of votes
is entered, ie that one that receives the highest
number of votes without becoming a POTS
(the highest runner up)

The Pub of the Year (POTY) is chosen from the four
POTS , plus a ‘wild card’ based upon Beer Scores
and the decision from this short list is made by a
working party of members outside of the executive,
elected by the branch, who use CAMRA’s national
scoring template to validate providing a winner.
Thus in NO WAY do the branch ofﬁcers have any
say in POTS or POTY or GBG entries , save their
own individual votes and beer scores. Indeed they
often disagree with the outcome! Our process was
developed to avoid precisely the criticism that is
now being raised. If members dislike this process,
and have an alternative, they are welcome to raise
this at an AGM where it will be respectfully and
thoughtfully reviewed.
Issued to the Rutland CAMRA Membership and
on www.rutlandcamra.org.uk/news September
2019.
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk

HAND CREAM,
GARDENS AND
LUXURY TRAVEL
(AND TOILETS)
Oh! How we wallowed in our luxury coach as we
sped to the Elgood’s September beer festival in
Wisbech. Organised by Dave Lewin in his usual
excellent manner Free entry, and an 80+ beers,
10 ciders festival to enjoy.
£3 a pint, what could go wrong? Well, nothing.

‘Palmerston Arms’ adjacent to a kebab take away
(not a good kebab – Editor) and a sex shop.

The gardens, we think Mr Casewell was looking for hops

The Yard of Ale was busy, and noisy, the Palmerston
Arms ticking over and quiet. Draw your own
conclusions. I think it’s an age thing. However the
beer in both was excellent, both pubs supporting
CAMRA. A stop off and pint at the Green Dragon
in Ryhall completed a wonderful day out. I’m just
puzzled as to where you all were?
Dave Casewell
He knows his toilets!
Tour Guide Dave Lewin, left, keeping us in check

A surprisingly quiet but large bar area where
conversations could be easily initiated with friendly
complete strangers, and helpful discussions with
the bar staff, including the chief Elgood’s brewer. I
met a Morris Man from Chingford, but that a story
too long for this article.
The attached gardens open to the public were a
complete surprise to me and worth a visit in their
own right, especially with a nice glass of Elgood’s
Black Dog Mild 3.6%. in your glass. The beer
choice was wide ranging from Gannet Mild from
Earl Soham Brewery at 3.3% which was good ,
to SS9 from Leigh on Sea Brewery at 9% which
I didn’t sample!. My beer of choice, predictably
from the dark side, was Brazilian (yes I did ask for
a Brazilian!) from the Colchester Brewery at 4.6%
The toilets, Ah! The toilets! Proper cubicles with
ﬂush toilets, proper sinks and taps with soap and
hand cream. If only all beer festivals could be like
that. Oh the bliss!
Our return journey was punctuated with a break
in Peterborough at the ‘Yard of Ale’ and the
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk

WHITE LION INN
@ Whissendine

FESTIVE FAYRE
2nd Dec - 24th

Also taking Boxing Day bookings

Rutland CAMRA Pub of the Year 2019
Real Ales, Honest Food, Accommodation,
Award winning Garden, Sunday Carvery,
Function Room and Marquees for small events.
Events throughout the year
please see our web page for full information
Tel: 01664 474233
FB: whitelionwhissendine
www.whitelioninn.com
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THOUGHTS
FROM OUR
BEER FESTIVAL
Nearly 1000 visitors, both locals and those from
far and wide, made their way to our bijou festival
at the County Museum in Oakham, despite the
County Council taking down our roadside banners
as they were ‘too big by their policy standard’ and
thus ‘too noticeable’ . Ah well…..I thought that was
the point.
The weather proved fair
to hot, and we were well
pleased with our newfangled cooling system
that relied upon electricity
rather than wet sacks and
watering cans. Thank you
sponsors for making this
happen. Too numerous
to mention, but you know
No one went hungry
who you are. Also special
thanks to our principal
sponsors
‘Smithers
Pursloe’ and ‘Everards’
Russ
Hibbitt
from
Empingham Cricket and
Social club chose and
procured an excellent
range of beers, and so
did David Whittle with
the cider choice. You
don’t need vast numbers
Mr Lewin guarding the of beers and ciders, just
Beer of the Festival an interesting range. Our
Bakers Dozen
food was on the ‘posh
Top Table - award

Grateful to the vicar, and his Boss, for
sending the great weather
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side’ with Rutland Charcuterie, cheese selections
and so on, but still happy to note that the pork pies
all sold out! Thanks to Susan Holford and her food
team for their innovations and hard work.
Idyllic afternoons sitting in the sun or shade on
a straw bale with a glass of something pleasant,
listening either (or to both) to idle chatter or
intense Brexit
discussions, and
live background
music.
What
could
be nicer? Our
visitors seem to
agree with us.
We
had Always calm, always welcoming
professional ﬁrst aiders present for the ﬁrst time
which guaranteed us an incident free festival
except a wasp sting or two. Our thanks are also
extended to the Museum Staff who helped us in
every way possible.
So to sum up
• A well organised festival. Thank you team, all
volunteers.
• Excellent quality Beers, Ciders, English Wine
and Food
• Long live real ale and cider!
Dave Casewell
Most excellent Festival Organiser

PS: The 2020 festival dates have been booked,
subject to budget approval. Gather again 25th to
28th June. Keep an eye on our website for more
information www.rutlandcamra.gov.uk
Volunteer most welcome please contact
secretary@rutlandcamra.org.uk

People love our bales

It was hot, but the drinks were cool
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk

CIDER OF
THE FESTIVAL
One of my ﬁrst jobs as Cider Ofﬁcer for the
branch was to decide which ten ciders and perries
we were to have at the festival in June. In May I
discovered that it was not possible to get one of
the ciders on my list, and a replacement needed
to be found. It just so happened that branch Pubs
Ofﬁcer Dave Laughton had mentioned Whin Hill
Norfolk Cider of Wells-next-the-Sea to me. A day
bird watching and cider tasting seemed a good
idea.
The delightful Whin Hill cider works and bar are
alongside the main town car park in Wells, and
I was very taken with their range. We needed
another medium cider for the festival, and their
single variety Browns cider particularly tickled my
taste buds.

seemed appropriate to present it there – and even
more appropriately we were standing next to the
Browns apple trees.

2019 Cider Bare - Woodsters

Many congratulations to them, and we shall
almost certainly have one of their ciders at the
festival next year.

David Whittle
Rutland CAMRA Cider Ofﬁcer (Guru)

Award Winning

el d
DigÀ

Ales
ABV 3.9%

David Whittle, centre, presents Mark and
Lisa Jarvis of Whin Hill Cider (Norfolk) in their
orchard with the Rutland CAMRA Cider of the
festival award. It was very nice!

A month later, this cider was the ﬁrst to sell out
(in part due to me recommending it as a good
middle-of-the road drink, and at 5.4% not too
alcoholic – for cider, that is), thus becoming
Cider of the Festival. Recently I had the pleasure
of another day bird watching, with the added
bonus of presenting Mark and Lisa Jarvis of
Whin Hill with their certiﬁcate. As they were busy
harvesting the new apple crop in their orchard, it
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk

brewed at
Lilford Lodge Farm
Barnwell
Northamptonshire
01832 273954
ZZZGLJÀHOGDOHVFRXN
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ALL I WANTED WAS
A CHEESE AND
TOMATO COB
(OR THE ADVENTURES OF
THE UPPINGHAM SIX)
Off we sped …literally….through the country lanes
on the RF1 to Oakham that had taken the wrong
turning and was now taking dramatic action
to recover times. Oh! What larks and smells of
burning brakes!

dear! Desperation took me to the Cornish Pasty
stand (that’s a few Pasty miles) where I had a very
tasty proper pasty, I sniffed around the pickled
egg stand offering(amongst other more trendy
offerings) a pickled egg in a packet of crisps for
£2.20, but decided that as lovely as this sounded
I’m sure this would have disastrous side effects.
So on with the beer. and I tried Henry Smith’s
‘Dark Mild’ at 4%. I could not ﬁnd this in my
Festival Guide anywhere, but it was very nice.
On I progressed to my favourite from the Dunham
Massey brewery called ‘Chocolate Cherry Mild’
a fab 3.8% mild with all the proper taste and feel
of a mild with just hints of choccy and cherries.
Other beers followed.
The homeward journey was less exciting
except that I lost a £1 in a vending machine on
Peterborough station, and I’m awaiting a refund.
I’ll let you know!
Dave Casewell
Gourmet and beer explorer

Dave is here somewhere

The ‘Grainstore’ beckoned to restore our nerves
before taking the train to Peterborough for the
‘trade only’ Tues afternoon slot at the 42nd
Peterborough Beer festival.
Into the cavernous tents clutching my shiny Festival
Guide. As usual I could make neither head
nor tail of this beautifully produced document,
so I randomly opened a page, and by sheer
coincidence, found the ‘top of the page’ beer
was right by the section of the bar I was leaning
against. It was called ‘Brazil Nut Stout’ with tasting
notes ‘not available.. please ask at the bar for
more information’. So I did. ‘Not a ******* clue
mate’ was the response. Honesty is always the
best policy I believe.
Hunger pangs set in, and I decided that I could
murder a couple of cheese and tomato cobs, so
off I set into the ‘food ﬁeld’ where I could all sorts
of delights, BUT no cheese & tomato cobs. Oh
8
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JOLLY
TO JUIPUR
The Beer Festival ‘ thank you’ trip, was superbly
organised by Dave Lewin. Our usual magniﬁcent
coach transported 15 Rutlanders from the
promised land to deepest, darkest Derbyshire.

Its meant to be wonky

Passing the famous
crooked church spire
in Chesterﬁeld our
ears popped with the
increase in altitude,
Rutlanders are not
used to climbing over
150 feet above sea
level. We eventually
arrived in the land of
drystone walls and
sheep.

Our target was the Thornbridge Brewery in
Bakewell, no reference to tarts please. Our Chariot
of Fire turned off the main road and we proceeded
down what was in places almost a dirt track until
we arrived in a small industrial estate that had
obviously been a mill site. We had arrived!.

Dave Lewin the best tour organiser – ever

For your writer this was like arriving at the Pearly
Gates. Inside these hallowed halls the Holy Grail
of Ale – Jaipur - was conceived and brought to
life, inﬂicting pleasure and pain to the supplicants.
But not just Jaipur, 8 keg lines and 2 cask lines
covered all tastes.

Just one of the great pubs we enjoyed
A taste of heaven, here on Earth

After dragging me out of the taproom a brief
journey took us to Buxton. The range of pubs and
kebab houses was excellent and a jolly good time
was had by all (note in my excitement I forgot to
kebab myself – my fault)
So, all in all, a great trip and the souls safely
tottered off into the dark on arrival back in Rutland.
Many thanks Mr Lewin we are all very grateful.
Jon Whowell

I couldn’t resist merchandise
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk

Bought the socks, books, tote bag, t shirts –
all Jaipur related!
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Join up, join in,
join the campaign

Discover
why we joined.
camra.org.uk/
10reasons

From
as little as

£26.50*
a year. That’s less
than a pint a
month!

Includes
In

£30
£
Re
Real Ale
C
ider & Perry
Cider
Vo
Vouchers

Join us, and together we can protect the traditions of great
British pubs and everything that goes with them.
Become part of the CAMRA community today – enjoy
discounted entry to beer festivals and exclusive member
offers. Learn about brewing and beer and join like-minded
people supporting our campaigns to save pubs, clubs,
your pint and more.

Join the campaign today at

www.camra.org.uk/joinup
*Price for paying by Direct Debit and correct at April 2019. Concessionary rates available.
Please visit camra.org.uk/membership-rates

www.rutlandcamra.org.uk
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