


Interested in running 

The Golden Fleece?
This is a great opportunity to take on a popular and well-
established pub business in the heart of Stamford. Recently 
refurbished the pub has an excellent reputation for its 
homemade food, quality drinks and is the go to place for 
great entertainment which includes live bands, karaoke, BT 
Sports and a pub quiz!

All Everards pubs are run as 
independent businesses. It 
doesn’t matter if you have loads 
of experience or none at all; it’s 
about being a people person, 
with a good head for business.

everards.co.uk

0116 201 4260

For more information, 
give us a call:

Make 
This 
Pub
Yours
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Well slap my belly with 
a wet fish, Rutland is 
recognised as being 
the best in the UK for its 
ability to recruit and retain 
more CAMRA members 

in proportion to our size. This is mainly down to 
the sterling work of our combined Secretary/
Membership Secretary: Mr David Casewell, 
and also his greatest supporter his wife Lorely. A 
well-deserved round of applause please, to be 
followed by rounds of drinks! Dave’s report  on 
CAMRA’s Member Weekend in Dundee report 
follows.
We now have over 200 members and are no 
longer the smallest branch in the Country. Rutland 
is unique as it is the only County Branch. We 
worked long and hard, as you may recall, to have 
a separate entry in The Good Beer Guide for 
Rutland and this has prompted a greater interest in 
us  from all over the country.
The Pub of the Season and the glittering prize of 
being the Rutland Pub of the year, this year won 

by The White Lion Inn in Whissendine pictured in 
the front cover, lets more people know how lucky 
we are to have such a fine selection of real ale 
and cider outlets. Please support them, mention 
you are a CAMRA member- you may even get a 
discount. (if you aren’t a member – yet - there is a 
membership form in this magazine.)
Before I go this edition is our festival special, 
more information on the festival come later in the 
magazine but please go to our website www.
rutlandcamra.org.uk/2019-rutland-camra-
beer-festival-oakham/. 
We hope to have 40 or so beers, 10% coming 
from Rutland, 10 ciders and perries as well as 
English wines.  Gentle entertainment including the 
welcome return of the D’Ukes of Rutland. Oh yes, 
I should warn you the Rutland Morris Men have 
threatened a comeback, such fun.
To round things up have a good summer, please 
support our advertisers and please consider 
taking out an advert so we can keep the Tiny Pint 
flying high. 
See you in Oakham 

Jon Whowell
Chairman, Rutland CAMRA Branch

Chair@rutlandcamra.org.uk

CHAT FROM 
THE CHAIR

Jun 27th- 
30th

Rutland County 
Museum, Catmos 
Street, Oakham, 

LE15 6HW

This is an article written 
some years ago but it’s 
still relevant today. A few tips which I hope will 
make your visit even more pleasant:

1. Start low and slow. If you start with the high 
alcohol stuff first your taste buds will not have 
a chance of enjoying the others.

2. If not a member of CAMRA join now and 
help us keep going.

3. Eat: good value food is available but don’t 
forget it’s dangerous to eat on an empty 
stomach.

4. Don’t drive, taxis are plentiful and even 
Rutland has some public transport

5. Remember that everyone who serves you or 
welcomes you is a Volunteer so be patient – 
it’s worth the wait.

6. Visit the other pubs on The Ale Trail –there 
will be over 100 beers throughout Oakham.

7. Have a good time. Did I mention joining 
CAMRA?

Jon Whowell
Chairman Rutland CAMRA

HOW TO HAVE FUN AT 
THE RUTLAND CAMRA 

BEER FESTIVAL

come and join us in June
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CAMRA’s annual ‘members weekend’; a mixture 
of a formal annual meeting and debates to 
shape future CAMRA policy was this year held in 
Dundee, and thus Loreley and myself decided to 
make a holiday of it having never visited the city 
before. 

It was recently voted a ‘European City of Culture’, 
and we were not disappointed. A new V&A 
gallery building, spectacular (but ‘between 
exhibitions’), a new RMS Discovery visitor centre, 
and more art galleries than you could shake a 
stick at, a remodelled railway station, a fine bus 
service, some grand  architecture, the home of 
DC Thompson, The Beano, The Dandy, and ‘oor 
Wullie’, a huge TESCO, and, of course rain.   

The CAMRA conference was held in the splendid 
‘Caird Hall’ and, in spite of its northerly location 
attracted over 500 attendees from all over the UK. 
There was a splendid member’s bar showcasing 
the best beers and ciders that Scotland and N. 
Ireland could offer, and there were plenty.  

As usual I volunteered to be a ‘teller’ to count 
raised hands should there be a close vote on any 
motions. And there were a few, mostly concerned 
as usual, with the definition/s of real cider. Cider 
drinkers, if nothing else, love nothing better than 
a good debate, which then draws in the rest of us 
to pontificate on something we know absolutely 
nothing about. 

The second day is punctuated by award 
ceremonies for the best website, branch magazine, 
campaigner of the year, and for efforts towards 
membership. 

As it came to the latter award, it slowly dawned 
on me that the citation seemed a bit familiar, 
and indeed…yes!.. the Rutland branch had been 
awarded the best practice award for recruiting 
and retaining membership. 

Up I clambered on to the stage blinking in the 
applause and looking down on a hall full of 
gnarled CAMRA diehards all nodding their 
approval at the Rutland Branch. We have not 

MARMALADE, 
DESPERATE DAN, 

JUTE AND A 
CERTIFICATE!

‘orr Wullie - this is what 
Lager does to you.  

Desperate Dan – looks 
like a real ale person.

An imposing looking edifice for the  
National Meeting - Caird Hall

Dave Casewell, left being presented with the 
National Membership award from 
National Director,  Ian Packham 
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Essential Branch Informationbeen in existence long, but are making our mark! 
Firstly obtaining a separate entry in the Good Beer 
Guide, and now a national certificate! 

A calming bus trip to St Andrews followed the 
next day, where nobody stopped me to ask for 
membership tips or to buy me a celebratory pint, 
but fame never lasts. And the beer from the local 
brewery was nice. The 6% Mocha Porter proved 
sublime!  

Full details of the Member’s Weekend can be 
found on the CAMRA website. Our certificate 
is proudly displayed in our current Pub of the 
Season, the ‘Exeter’ in Uppingham.    

Dave Casewell
Award Winning Membership Secretary   
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THE TIMES 
THEY ARE A 
CHANGING

Inspired by Rutland Morris’s recent St George’s 
Day pub tour I began to think of times past, when 
the sun always shined, I was much fitter, beer was 
only £2 a pint, and public bars were always full of 
folk discussing the controversies of the day , and 
their success, or lack of it, with vegetables on their 
allotment

Where am I going with this? Ah yes the ‘good old 
days’. Our tour involved Morris Dancing, and the 
performance of our ‘world famous’ Mummers play 
which describes a desperate falling out between  
the brave St George and the evil Turkish Knight. 
No longer a politically correct theme methinks. 
However St George is horribly wounded and falls 
dying to the ground. The crowd gasp and then boo 
the Turkish Knight away. 

Up steps ‘Good Dr, Sirus’ (known to cure all sorts 
of virus) who performs all sorts of medical magic to 
revive the good knight. As he struggles to his feet,  
in dances the ‘Wiffly Waffler’ to perform a lewd 
dance for no other reason than he can, before he 
is ushered out by Beelzebub who frightens the life 
out of the children, as if the rest of the play isn’t bad 
enough. At the end the audience is assured that 
‘all are well and none descended into hell’

First stop was surprisingly at the George & 
Dragon in Seaton where the Bass was excellent 
and the Landlady declared that she had ‘never 
seen anything like it in her life’ which we swiftly 
interpreted as praise, ignoring the obvious.  

Our second and last stop on this dramatic and 
challenging tour was at the Exeter Arms in 
Barrowden. We were well received, by people 
who obviously knew no better, AND were offered 
some free beer by the landlord…the good old 
days indeed! 

This fine tradition is slowly dying in the pubs of 
the county with some notable exceptions. SO 
well done the Exeter Arms!! AS if we had not 
caused  enough pain our thanks was to sing and 
dance some more including our favourite ‘Come 
Landlord fill the Flowing Bowl until it doth run 
over’, except he can’t any more due to Health And 
Safety regulations.  

Yes, the Arts are alive in Rutland. 

Dave Casewell 
AKA ‘Good Dr. Sirus’ 

Rutland Morris Men at George & Dragon, Seaton. 
We hope the locals have recovered 

St George’s Day Mummers Play Seaton
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THE OLD BIRD AND 
HER BEAU VISIT 
THE 3 TUNS INN, 

CHEPSTOW
We needed to go to Chepstow, South Wales 
so we checked online for accommodation.  The 
Three Tuns seemed a good place, so we booked 
it.  Car parking is limited, but it is adjacent to a 
large municipal one which had no charge for 
evening or overnight.  The room was comfortable, 
though “rustic”, and included a very substantial 
breakfast.  We had chosen a room with an en-
suite, which was a little cramped.  The heating was 
very effective and needed turning down at night.  
The room was above the bar so could be noisy, 
though after 11.00p.m. it was quiet (Midnight on 
a Friday night).

The bar had 6 hand pumps, 5 being for bitters 
and 1 for a real cider.  There were more pumps, 
pressure fed, for lagers etc.  Prices were good - 
bitter at £3.00 per pint.  Bottled beers were also 
available. The hand pumps used beer from 2 
breweries - The Untapped Brewery and GWB.  
Both were members of SIBA.

I had Border Ale, ABV 3.8%, from Untapped, and 
Maiden Voyage, ABV 4.0%, hops 4/10 and malt 
7/10 (I prefer malty beers to hoppy beers, though 
The Old Bird prefers hoppy beers).  The Maiden 
Voyage was first put on on Thursday night.  The 

beers were served to CAMRA principles and I 
received a full measure.

On the day we left, “The Guardian” published 
its article “The 50 Best UK Pubs”. One of the 
categories was titled “10 of the best pubs with a 
view”.  Whilst the view is nothing to do with the 
beer, it was nice for The Three Tuns to be included.  
A quote from the article is “The Three Tuns is an 
old pub with a modern makeover that works rather 
well – it’s idiosyncratic and has friendly bar staff. 
There’s a line-up of solid ales from Wales and 
south-west England.”  The view is actually of the 
town’s Norman castle nestling amongst the trees 
on the bank of the River Wye.

When we were there, the restaurant was 
temporarily closed, but there were tasty bar 
snacks, which kept the worms at bay until we went 
about 100 yards down the road to the very good 
Italian restaurant.

Sue & Nick Holford 
International beer tasters

Fine looking pub

Can’t beat a cosy bar
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CHECKING OUT 
A COMMUNITY 

OWNED PUB

Recently, an article in Beer magazine by comedian 
James Dowdeswell was brought to my attention. 
James mentioned that apart from being a compere 
at Oakham’s Grainstore Brewery Comedy nights, 
his local was The Ivy House in Nunhead, which 
was London’s first Community owned pub. As we 
happened to be in that area of London, we were 
compelled to pay a visit.

As there have been recent pub closures in Rutland,  
conversations often take place with friends about 
possibly setting up a Community Pub.

As the first pub to be listed in London  as an Asset 
of Community Value The Ivy House re-opened 
in 2013. Built by Trumans Brewery in the 1930’s, 
the pub offers additional rooms for entertainment 
and functions and has a decor typical of a pub 

of that era, and 
was designated as 
Grade II listed in 
2012. 

So, how does 
it work for the 
Ivy? Almost 400 
shareholders put in 
a minimum £200 
share, with general 
maintenance and 
budgetary matters  
managed by a management committee of 12. 
The everyday running of the pub is managed by 
a hospitality trained General Manager and staff.

We found the 
visit fascinating! 
Despite being 
early in the 
afternoon, the pub 
had a feel of being 
loved and cared 
for, with a range 
of community 
involvement. Book 
clubs, Yoga, pub 
quizzes, open mic 
nights as well as 

band nights take place regularly. One important 
aspect for Conrad, the assistant manager was to 
have some cheaper beers for affordability and 
ensure inclusivity for the whole community. And 
they had a very decent Ladies too!

Roll on our next visit to Nunhead! 
Check out www.ivyhousenunhead.com

Nick Holford
Rutland CAMRA’s Community Beer Consultant
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A SOLILOQUY 
TO BEER

(WITH APOLOGIES TO 
SHAKESPEARE, ELTON 
JOHN AND ALL POETS)

To drink or not to drink? Now that is the ask.
Which will be better? The new craft or old cask?

Or suffer the slings and arrows of critics i.e keg?
Perhaps we should stand against a sea of 

troubles, beg and carry on to produce a drink 
induced sleep, but not the one that feels like 

death, being oh, so deep!

Instead let’s have the gentle doze, and 
perchance to dream of bars of endless choice, 

‘fore shuffling off this mortal team.
But first to pause, and then show fair respect.

Hoppy, dark, malty? Fine, what e’er we select! 

Who’s to say what’s best? Cider, bitter, mild?
In the end, would we all end up facing wild 

accusations, words, teacups, whips and scorns 
from partners rejected by alcohol 

and resultant snores?

The pangs (and rolling pins?) of an angry lover?
But the grunt and sweat of weary life, brother

surely means that reward 

might be found in the glass!
The memory of long lost choices from a 70’s past.

Shipstones, Mansfield, Hardy Hanson’s, Home.
Show me the way over land, or sea or foam.
And long nights crying by the record machine

(As Elton said, whilst preferring elderberry wine.)

Hamlet declared whether to live 
or die was the fear, 

But he knew naught of Rutland’s festival of beer.
So he should be forgiven his dreadful confusion.

The question’s only, “which day, 
or days, you’re choosing?

He said our willingness to act is made weak
‘cause we think too much! So choose to Speak!

Say, I’ll be there, clothed, clean or dirty.
Ready to select, and enjoy! June 27 to 30.

Gary Marsh
Rutland CAMRA’s Bard

Shakespeare
Do you think he drank real ale?

WHITE LION INN
@ Whissendine

Rutland CAMRA Pub of the Year 2019

Real Ales, Honest Food, Accommodation,
Award winning Garden, Sunday Carvery,

Function Room and Marquees for small events.
Events throughout the year

please see our web page for full information

Tel: 01664 474233
FB: whitelionwhissendine
www.whitelioninn.com



From  
as little as 

£25*

a year. That’s less 
than a pint a 

month!

Join the campaign today at
www.camra.org.uk/joinup

Join us, and together we can protect the traditions of great 
British pubs and everything that goes with them.

Become part of the CAMRA community today – enjoy discounted 
entry to beer festivals and exclusive member offers. Learn about 
brewing and beer and join like-minded people supporting our 
campaigns to save pubs, clubs, your pint and more. 

*Price for paying by Direct Debit and correct at  201 . oncessionary rates available. Please visit camra.org.uk/membership-rates

Join up, join in, 
join the campaign

Discover  
why we joined.
camra.org.uk/

members
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ABV 3.9%

Dig eld Ales
Award Winning

brewed at 
Lilford Lodge Farm
Barnwell  
Northamptonshire
01832  273954




