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Well we are back and it’s all my fault we have 
been away for so long.  

Since we have been away, we held another 
very successful Beer Festival and plans are afoot, 

subject to CAMRA 
approval, to 
gather again at the 
County Museum in 
Oakham 27th June 
to 30th June. Dave 
Casewell will 
be delighted to 
accept volunteers 

on the build up and take down and at the event 
itself, you can get him on 
secretary@rutlandcamra.org.uk 

We had our AGM and sadly for the membership 
I was nominated and accepted to be Chairman 
for another year. I’m pleased to say that the 
Committee is as per usual but Dave Laughton our 
Pubs Officer is hanging up his tankard at the 2019 
AGM. This is an important role so if you want to 
find out more and consider helping us out please 
contact him on 
pubsofficer@rutlandcamra.org.uk

Our Branch is no longer the smallest in CAMRA, 
we now have over 200 souls registered with us 
from both sides of the A1. We have set a target to 
get 250 by the end of the festival and I am sure you 
will want to assist. Dave Casewell’s work has been 
praised by the National Membership Committee 
of CAMRA as being one of the branches with one 
of the highest recruitment and retention rates in the 
country. We try and make our meetings more fun 
and have had whiskey tastings a quiz and magic. 
We also arrange good social trips and survey 
trips. Please join us by going to http://www.
camra.org.uk/join subscriptions are from as little 
as £25 a year less than a pint a month.

There is a feeling that the fight to keep real ale 
alive is almost won. This isn’t the case as smaller 
independents are being snapped up - primarily 
some cynics might say to homogenise beer 
production losing the vital, unique properties of 
beer created by skilled dedicated people to offer 
a truly local product. CAMRA must not lose this as 
our prime function, if we aren’t careful Watney’s 
Red Barrel could be back – you have been 
warned!

Another of CAMRA’s objectives is to keep pubs 
alive and Rutland is represented on the National 
Public Affairs Committee where amidst the 
minefield of acronyms we are fighting to get a 
better deal for managed pubs and against the 
invidious practices of some pub companies to 
punish their own business partners. It’s strange 
that the pubs industry penalises success by huge 
rents and draconian methods of selling beer. These 
costs are passed to us or the pub closes. In Rutland 
we have seen this and in such a rural community 
the Pub is the real hub to villages. I salute all the 
licensed trade in helping us maintain a real sense 
of purpose.

Enough of my ranting can I suggest you look at 
our website www.rutlandcamra.org.uk for the 
latest news and our events calendar if you have 
something beer, cider and pub related in the area 
send me a note.

The cover shot shows David Laughton – Pubs 
Officer on the right with Russ Hibbitt of The 
Empingham Cricket and Sccial club, Russ normally 
doesn’t wear a dress…

See you in the Summer and please keep June 27th 

to 30th free.

All the best 

Jon Whowell
Chairman Rutland CAMRA

Chair@rutlandcamra.org.uk

CHAT FROM 
THE CHAIR
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John Betjeman is probably best known for his 
single handed fight to preserve St Pancras station 
& the associated Hotel from being bulldozed for 
the sake of Modernity. He hated the ‘modern 
ways’ and architecture… Come friendly bombs 
and fall on Slough… and so on.

He wrote a fabulous poem in the mid-50s called 
the ‘Village Inn’ in which he railed against 
modernisation. He begins..

The village Inn, the dear old Inn
So ancient, clean and free from sin

True centre of our rural life …...
Ah, more than a church, or school , or hall

The village inn’s the heart of all.
(so spake the brewers P.R.O)

He goes on to talk of its demise 

Ah, where’s the Inn that I once knew
With brick & chalky wall,

Up which a knobbly pear tree grew
For fear the place would fall

And finally (many verses later)

Our air conditioned bars are lined 
With washable material, 

The stools are steel, the taste refined,
Hygienic and ethereal

I hope you get the drift! DO look the poem up. It’s 
called ‘The Village Inn’. And then weep! 

Dave Casewell
Your literary editor

THE VILLAGE INN

BY JOHN BETJEMAN

ANOTHER 
LITERARY RAMBLE
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Rutland is England’s smallest and arguably prettiest 
county, but certainly lives up to its motto, Multum 
in Parvo (much in little); Our county is the perfect 
place to spend time enjoying the great outdoors.  
Rutland Water offers a multitude of leisure pursuits 
including watersports, cycling, fishing and bird 
watching, while Rutland’s many attractive villages, 
set in the wonderful English countryside, are 
home to picture postcard cottages and traditional 
country pubs.

The quaint towns of Oakham and Uppingham 
offer a range of individual boutiques; Uppingham 
is famed for its antiques and galleries, whilst the 
county town of Oakham offers a great mix of 
quality high street and independent shops - not to 
mention a castle!
Of most interest I suspect to readers of this 
magazine are the pubs in the county. The Good 
Beer guide has 7 pubs listed and also information 
can be found on https://www.discover-rutland.
co.uk/food-and-drink/country-pubs
We have 2 breweries in the county and there a 
rumours of another opening soon. The Grainstore 
in Oakham and Baker’s Dozen in Ketton produce 
a wide range of locally produced real ales and 
can be found at many of our locals.

Rutland CAMRA are a part of Discover Rutland, 
a body established to promote the County to 
incoming visitors and also to inform residents of 
Rutland what is on offer. Their excellent web site is 
https://www.discover-rutland.co.uk/ 

Jon Whowell 
Trainee Tour Guide

DISCOVER
RUTLAND

A COUNTY OF GOOD TASTE

The well-stocked bar at The Grainstore Brewery, 
just next to Oakham Railway Station

The Exeter Arms in Barrowden, the perfect 
setting for an English pub
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POTS, 
POTY & GBG
OH WE DO LOVE 

AN ACRONYM HERE 
AT CAMRA!

Our Pub of the Season (POTS) is selected 
quarterly. The top three pubs are identified 
purely by average beer scores over the quarter 
and each must have had three or more scoring 
visitors. To ensure that there has been no attempt 
to manipulate the process these are scrutinised 
prior to the next branch meeting. It is rare that any 
are set aside but it is not unheard of. During the 
calendar year a pub can only receive one POTS 
award. The three pubs are then notified to the 
membership as contenders. Members may vote 
for their preferred pub at the meeting or by email 
to pubsofficer@rutlandcamra.org.uk. The only 

stipulation is that they must have visited the pub 
they are voting for in the last quarter. Obviously, 
the pub receiving the most votes gets the award. 
The votes are recorded for future use. This process 
is repeated for the four seasons.

After the final winter POTS the recorded scores 
from above are totalled and a fifth pub is identified 
as highly commended. These five are then our 
contenders for our Pub of the Year (POTY) which 
is then decided by a separate group of volunteers 
using the POTY scoring system recommended 
by CAMRA. Other factors about the pub are 
considered such as Style, Décor, Furnishing & 
Cleanliness; Service & Welcome; Community 
Focus & Atmosphere plus Alignment with CAMRA 
Principles and inevitably Quality of Beer/Cider/
Perry. Our POTY is then eligible for the Regional 
competition.

The final two entries permitted for Rutland are 
decided by examination of the entire years 
average beer scores and having had three or 

David Laughton, our Pubs Officer presenting Aubrey Johnson, 
Landlord of The Blue Bell Belmesthorpe with another CAMRA award



7www.rutlandcamra.org.uk Tiny PINT - Issue 18

more scoring visitors; previous POTS and Highly 
Commended obviously excluded.

HOW TO BEER SCORE
Scoring is achieved via the CAMRA website, 
Whatpub.  You will need to login using your 
membership number as your username and your 
postcode as the password.  It is my experience that 
most first timers fail for the reason of the password.  
Two things may happen.  When you key in your 
postcode, in capitals and with no spaces, you 
gain immediate access; this happens rarely.  
More frequently you will be told the password is 
incorrect, under these circumstances, follow the 
forgotten password link.  Strangely, if you try to 
change your password to your post code you will 
be told that the password is too short!

Once in, the rest is fairly logical, in the box; key-
in the name of the pub you are looking for and if 
necessary the town or village of its location.  The 
system will give prompts and as an example, for 
the Fox in North Luffenham you only need to type: 
‘fox n’ and the pub and location will appear on 
the list for you to select.  

You will then see details about the pub and if you 
are using a computer you will see a box called 
Submit Beer Scores on the right hand side.  Fill 
in as you see fit but note the scores are on a drop 
down menu and include a guidance note.  Then 
click Submit Score.

Phones or tablets are slightly different. After 
selecting the pub you will see the pub details but 
you need to click on Submit Beer Scores on the 
maroon menu bar.  This version has a slider for you 
to select your score but this sometimes locks, if so 
click on Switch to keyboard to enter score.  

The other boxes are logical and ask for beer 
and brewery details and the date of your visit.  
Once again click on Submit Beer Score.  Class 
dismissed but if you have questions please contact 
pubsofficer@rutlandcamra.org.uk 

Dave Laughton
Pubs officer
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BRANCH 
TRIP TO 

CAMBRIDGE
Phew! What a Scorcher!  Who would have believed 
that shorts would be spotted on the coach, and 
that we would be basking in beer gardens in late 
October? Not me for one! A pleasingly full coach 
made our way to Cambridge for our Beer Festival 
‘thank you’ trip, very well organised by our social 
secretary Dave Lewin who apparently ‘thoroughly 
enjoyed’ his many planning trips. 
 
We started at the train station and immediately left 
the ‘main drag’ for the charming and quiet, side 
streets with a seemingly never ending supply of 
great pubs all within a short walking distance of 
each other.

Off we toddled to the Devonshire Arms, a Milton 
Brewery pub with a great selection of their beers. 
I chose ‘Pegasus’ a proper bitter at 4.1%. You can 

often judge a pub by what else was on offer, and 
mugs (yes mugs) of tea at £1 seemed a decent 
buy for those with common sense! Then just up the 
road to the Kingston Arms another sheer delight 
with a terrific garden and ‘value’ egg and chips 
(£5). Bradgate ‘Ruby Mild’ at 4.4% was my 
choice…difficult with such a good offer.  

A short walk led us 
to the Cambridge 
Blue. Again fab with 
good beers and 
cheap(ish) food. I 
quaffed Wantsum’s 
‘Black Prince a 
3.9% mild. It was so 
good I was forced to 
sample a 2nd!  Sadly 
the next location, 
the Alexandra 
Arms proved a 
disappointment (to 
me) where I had an 
indifferent pint of 
Oaham Ales’s ‘Deep Thought’  at 3.5%. I guess this 
is a marmite pub , but the wall tiles just reminded 
me of public toilets……

Even the dogs get recognition 
in Cambridge

Tour Guide Dave Lewin in the Cambridge Blue
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On we strolled… this time more of a route march to 
the ‘Tram Station’. At least we could see the lines 
outside, but I have no recollection of the beer. It 
obviously made a deep impression. A further 
tramp took us to the Free Press with the ubiquitous 
Greene King, however the MildXX at 3% was a 
very decent pint, before slumping at the Maypole 
in the city centre for a refreshing pint of something 
before a comfortable journey back to God’s 
chosen county.  

A great trip with a welcome focus on the back 
streets well away from the mayhem of the colleges 
and halls. 

ell 
y 

As a couple of retired teachers, when we heard 
about this micro-pub we just had to go to it.  The beau 
had an appointment at Leicester General Hospital, 
so finding on the map that it was not far away (22 
Allandale Rd, 
Leicester LE2 
2DA, tel 0116 
319 6998), we 
decided to give 
it a try.  Parking is 
a bit limited and 
you may have 
to drive around 
a bit looking 
for a place to 
park - but it is 
worthwhile.

The pub was 
started in 2015 by 2 teachers, Ian and Steve.  
They decided to leave teaching and start a new 
venture - Leicester’s first micro pub!  They appear 
to have had no real experience of running a pub, 
but set to, learning as they went.  They must have 
been doing something right because in 2017 they 
won Leicester CAMRA’s Pub Of The Year and in 
the same year won a Leicestershire tourism and 
Hospitality award.

The pub is done out with old desks, which reflect the 
classroom idea.  This is reinforced by the landlords 
desire to teach people about the beers they serve.  
All the beers are dispensed direct from the cask. 
On the wall of the bar is a chalkboard (well, what 
would you expect in a classroom?) with the beers 
listed, their provenance and price, with a very 
brief comment on the taste characteristics.

THE OLD BIRD 
AND HER BEAU 

GO BACK TO THE 
CLASSROOM!

Dave Casewell, author of this article. on the right, 
with our Treasurer, Neil Broad and their ladies in 

the Tram Station

A suitable place of learning



This Guarantee should be detached  
and retained by the payer.

The Direct Debit Guarantee
l This Guarantee is offered by all banks 

and building societies that accept 
instructions to pay by Direct Debits

l If there are any changes to the amount, 
date or frequency of your Direct Debit 
The Campaign for Real Ale Ltd will notify 
you 10 working days in advance of your 
account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request The Campaign 
for Real Ale Ltd to collect a payment, 
confirmation of the amount and date 
will be given to you at the time of 
the request

l If an error is made in the payment of
your Direct Debit by The Campaign 
for Real Ale Ltd or your bank or 
building society, you are entitled to 
a full and immediate refund of the 
amount paid from your bank or 
building society

l If you receive a refund you are not
entitled to, you must pay it back 
when The Campaign Real Ale Ltd 
asks you to

l You can cancel a Direct Debit at any 
time by simply contacting your bank 
or building society. Written confirmation 
may be required. Please also notify us.

Instruction to your Bank or   
Building Society to pay by Direct Debit

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 
 Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 230 Hatfield Road St. Albans, Herts AL1 4LW

To the Manager Bank or Building Society

Address

Postcode

FOR CAMRA OFFICIAL USE ONLY
This is not part of the instruction to your Bank or Building Society

Membership Number

Name

Postcode

Signature(s)

Date

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account.

†Price of single membership when paying by Direct Debit. *Calls from landlines charged at local rates, cost may vary from mobile phones.
New Direct Debit members will receive a 12 month supply of vouchers in their first 15 months of membership.

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society
Please pay Campaign For Real Ale Limited Direct Debits 
from the account detailed on this instruction subject to 
the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I 
understand that this instruction may remain with Campaign 
For Real Ale Limited and, if so, will be passed electronically  
to my Bank/Building Society.

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society

Name(s) of Account Holder

Bank or Building Society Account Number

Branch Sort Code

Reference

Service User Number

9 2 6 1 2 9

Join up, join in, 
join the campaign

✂

Your details:

Title ................................ Surname ...............................................................

Forename(s) ..................................................................................................

Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) .....................................................................

Address ............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................

................................................................ Postcode ......................................

Email address ................................................................................................

Daytime Tel ....................................................................................................

Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership)

Title ................................ Surname ................................................................

Forename(s) ....................................................................................................

Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) ......................................................................

   Non DD

£27

     £32

Direct Debit 
Single Membership £25 
(UK) 

Joint Membership        £30 

(Partner at the same address)

For concessionary rates please visit  
www.camra.org.uk or call 01727 798440.

I wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, and 
agree to abide by the Memorandum and 
Articles of Association which can be found  
on our website.

Signed ........................................................................ 

Date ............................................................................  
Applications will be processed within 21 days. 

Protect the traditions of great  
British pubs and everything that 
goes with them by joining today 
at www.camra.org.uk/joinup

Or enter your details and complete the Direct Debit form below and you will receive 
15 months membership for the price of 12 and save £2 on your membership subscription

✂

From 
as little as 

£25†

a year. That’s less 
than a pint a  

month!

Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form,  
visit www.camra.org.uk/joinus, or call 01727 798440.* All forms should be addressed to 
Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.
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ABV 3.9%

  Digf eld        Ales        
   Award Winning      

brewed at 
Lilford Lodge Farm
Barnwell  
Northamptonshire
01832  273954
www.digfield-ales.co.uk



The Farmers   YaxleyThe Farmers   Yaxley

SATURDAY BIG 
BREAKFAST

from 8am - 11am
Start your Saturday with a full 

English

Only £5.95

SO MUCH MORE THAN A CARVERY...

Succulent Roast Meats

All Day Grill Menu

Homemade Desserts

Veggie Options

Daily Specials Boards

Succulent Roast Meats

All Day Grill Menu

Homemade Desserts

Veggie Options

Daily Specials Boards

Two fantastic function areas for hire. The 
Green Room is a terrace area which can be 
covered or open to air. The Broadway Suite 
upstairs will hold a maximum of 75 seated 

and up to 120 party style depending on 
layout. Perfect for business meetings, 

conferences, funeral wakes, weddings, civil 
ceremonies, parties and all of lifes 

occasions.

Four Changing 
Real Ales

Premium Lagers

Great Wines

Co�ee

Tea

BOOKINGS FOR 
 MOTHERS DAY 

(31ST MARCH) 
NOW BEING 

TAKEN

200 BROADWAY, YAXLEY   PE7 3NT
TEL: 01733 244885   WWW.THEFARMERSYAXLEY.COM   

THEFARMERS@BTCONNECT.COM
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