CHAT FROM
THE CHAIR
G
Good
news?
– Bad news? I
always prefer
a
getting the bad
g
nnews out of the
way ﬁrst, but
w
iin this case its
ssad news.
John Wood a stalwart of the Branch died recently.
He was brewing royalty and a ﬁne member of our
branch and the Rutland Morris Men. An article on
him and his work appears later in this magazine.
He is already sorely missed.
Good news now. We hope, subject to CAMRA’s
budget approval, to hold our popular Beer Festival
in the unique setting of the Rutland County Museum
in Oakham from Thursday 28th June to Sunday 1st
July. The usual nonsense will ensue along with hay
bales and antique agricultural machinery. We are
planning to have around 40 real ales selected by
Russ Hibbitt, who also features in this magazine.
There will be three bars: The Begy Bar named after
our 100th member Roger Begy, The Multum in
Parvo bar with beers from our three ﬁne Rutland
breweries: Grainstore, Bakers Dozen and Stoney
Ford. Our Cider bar will be called Woodsters
in memory of John who was the bastion of the
Cider Bar in recent years. Mead is coming to our
festival for the ﬁrst time from Mercian Mead of
Derbyshire and we hope to source English wines
as well. Gentle entertainment is on offer along
with traditional food and its FREE ENTRY to card
carrying CAMRA Members. Have a look at our
website for ongoing information.

articles of interest for both the website and in future
issues of Tiny Pint then send them to me: Chair@
rutlandcamra.org.uk.
Once again many thanks to our proof readers
Stephanie and Loreley.
Thats more than enough from me, do keep in touch
and if you are not yet a member – you should be!
Jon Whowell
Chairman, Rutland CAMRA

PS: we need volunteers to help with the Beer
Festival please contact Dave Casewell our
Secretary: secretary@rutlandcamra.org.uk

Front cover shows John Wood
A Real man of Ale

Which leads me into the second bit of Good
News. Our website www.rutlandcamra.org.uk is
up and running, many thanks to Hugo Spiegel for
his hard work in setting it up and training me on
how to do it. Please have a look at it and if you
want to send me news of beer related events or

www.rutlandcamra.org.uk
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Essential Branch Information
Chairman: Jon Whowell
chair@rutlandcamra.org.uk
Secretary/Memebership: Dave Casewell
secretary@rutlandcamra.org.uk
Treasurer: Neil Broad
Pubs Campaign Co-ordinator: David Laughton
pubsofﬁcer@rutlandcamra.org.uk
General Enquiries: info@rutlandcamra.org.uk
Web: www.rutlandcamra.org.uk
Twitter: @RutlandCAMRA
Facebook: ‘RutlandCamraBranch’

A.I. is too important
to be left in the hands
of machines.
The A.I. we’re referring to isn’t Artiﬁcial
Intelligence, it’s Ale Intelligence, of course.
We’re not technophobes, we just don’t trust
anything incapable of smelling, feeling or
tasting to create something as delicately
balanced as Landlord. That’s why we have
ﬁve hands-on, Heriot-Watt trained brewers
involved in every step of the process,
from barley delivery to ﬁlling the casks.
This way, we can make sure that every sip of
Taylor’s is as delicious as humanly possible.
Machines may one day take over the world, just
be thankful you won’t be around to drink their
terrible beer.

All for that taste of Taylor’s

To Advertise: Matelot Marketing Ltd
Neil Richards MBE
n.richards@btinternet.com
01536 482694
www.matelotmarketing.co.uk
Printed by: CKN Print Ltd, 2 North Portway Close, Round
Spinney, Northampton. NN3 8RQ.
01604 645555
The Editor reserves the right to amend or shorten
contributions for publication. All editorial copyright
©Rutland CAMRA 2018
Disclaimer: Views expressed in this publication are those of
their individual authors and are not necessarily endorsed
by the Editor, branch committee or the Campaign for
Real Ale nationally. Rutland CAMRA accepts no liability
in relation to the accuracy of advertisements; readers
must rely on their own enquiries. It should also be noted
that acceptance of an advertisement in this publication
should not be deemed an endorsement of quality by
Rutland CAMRA.
Trading Standards (Rutland)
Rutland County Council, Catmose, Oakham, Rutland,
LE15 6HP.
T: 01572 722577
E: enquiries@rutland.gov.uk
www.rutland.gov.uk
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.
230 Hatﬁeld Road, St. Albans, Herts, AL1 4LW
T: 01727 867 201
E: camra@camra.org.uk
www.camra.org.uk
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A MAN OF REAL
ALE, CIDER AND
MORRIS DANCING
A “LEGEND” PASSES ON
John Wood, a stalwart of the Rutland CAMRA
branch has gone to the great brewery in the sky.
His funeral was on Wednesday February 8th at
Belton in Rutland, Belton Over 60 Morris dancers
and members of CAMRA from many parts of the
East Midlands attended the funeral and much
celebrations followed in Uppingham at his Wake.

John’s tipple of choice was real cider and he
extolled its virtues at the drop of his Morris dancers
top hat. John was a member of the Rutland Morris
Band where with his striking white hair and beard
was easily recognisable.
Rutland CAMRA will name its cider bar,
Woodsters, in tribute to John at their festival in
Oakham from June 28th to July 1st where many a
tankard will be raised. It is hoped Oakham Ales
will produce a special brew in his name.
He will be very missed by so many people in
Rutland and across the UK.

John Whowell
Chairman Rutland CAMRA Branch

Pic shows: l-r Jon Whowell, Chairman Rutland CAMRA;
John Wood, Beer Royalty

A colourful, larger (never lager) than life character
who was at the forefront of real ale production
in the Country, he established Oakham Ales, in
Oakham in the 90’s and soon a beer was launched
that has become one of the most recognised real
ales available today – Jeffery Hudson Bitter
(JHB). This was soon followed by another of John’s
successful brews - Bishop’s Farewell - brewed
to commemorate the departure of the Bishop of
Peterborough. A ﬁrkin of JHB was supplied at
John’s Wake as a token of Oakham Ales regards.
The Wake also saw 18 Morris dancers pounding
their sticks on the ﬂoor and songs and tales were
also a tribute to “The Woodster”.
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk
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FOUR GO
DAMBUSTIN’
Starring Dave Laughton, Russ Hibbitt, Jon
Watson & Jon Whowell.

Abbey Henrietta and 3 Piers Golden Smiler, all
were in good order.
A lunch of exceptional value was consumed and
we were joined for lunch and a pint by George
Hibbitt, a ‘poor’ Lincoln University student and
newly renewed Rutland CAMRA member. (His
Dad paid for that too!!)

The four intrepid adventurers passed over our
County border, at 11am on Saturday February
17,
17 bound for
the
th Lincoln and
Newark
N
areas
on
o a mission to
return
re
empty
casks
c
and collect
or
o swap ales for
the
Empingham
th
Cricket
and
C
Social
S
Club Beer
Festival.
F
First
stop was
F
the
delightful
t
Dambusters
Inn
D
in
Scampton.
i
of
Full
pub,
ﬁne
a
Dambusters
The pub is full
memorabilia Bomber the Labrador
and awesome ﬁsh & chips.
of memorabilia
from the Dambusters Squadron
formerly based at RAF Scampton and also from
the Red Arrows, current residents of the base.
Here we sampled Scampton Ale and Dambusters
Ale brewed behind the pub by landlord,
Greg Algar. Greg is passionate about both
the memorabilia and his ale and provided
enlightening information about photos, medals
and ensigns that adorn the walls.
We swapped a cask for a cask of Scampton Ale.
How will I get my empty back enquired Greg?.
Don’t worry Greg, we will be back!!
Onto Lincoln’s Jolly Brewer to swap ales from
Horncastle (Wicked Blonde) and Ferry Ales
(Wodewose and Spirit of Jane). Ales sampled
here were Great Newsome Stoggy, Welbeck
6
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In the Dambusters, Greg the Landlord/Brewer
surrounded by explorers

Next stop was to be Beermats Brewery
near Southwell. However, they delivered to
Empingham on the previous Thursday, so a visit
to Just Beer micropub in Newark town centre
was hastily substituted into the itinerary. A gem
of a place supplying us with Hill Top Golden and
North Riding US IPA.
Deciding against a
second pint here or
a walk across the
road to the Flying
Circus due to time
constraints,
we
moved on to our
ﬁnal venue outside
of Rutland, the Cross
Keys at Upton.
Landlord
and
brewer at Mallard
Brewery,
Steve
Feeding time in Lincoln. Students
Hussey,
was need feeding 24/7
evidently – but
delayed by an
he is our youngest Member.
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk

DERBY WINTER
ALE FESTIVAL
9 GO ON AN
ADVENTURE

continued next door at the Alexandra Arms,
where apart from a stunning selection of beers,
very reasonably priced cheese and onion cobs
were available. There’s nothing better to prepare
yourself for a beer festival. I also managed to sluice
down a pint of Castle Rock’s ‘Dennis McCarthy’ a
beer named in tribute to a Radio Derby presenter,
and a ﬁne tribute it was too!

As you see the Tiny Pint is well regarded
Dave Casewell and Alan Pickersgill catch up

Off we sped on the 10.19 from Oakham on our
way to the eagerly anticipated Winter Ales Festival
at the Derby Roundhouse. A total of 9 branch
members ﬁnally foregathered to make the trip,
which is over 5% of our total branch membership!
Arriving before the festival opened at noon, the
majority decided to ‘warm up’ for the festival by
taking in the ‘Brunswick Inn’, an old favourite with
many of us, where we were greeted enthusiastically,
a usual, by
as
Alan
A
Pickersgill.
I so nice in
It’s
t
there
I could
h
have
stayed all
d
day,
but there
was
w work to be
d
done
and so
l
limited
myself
t
to
a sample
o
of
‘Railway
The Rutland crew take on stores
Porter’
from the
before the main event
home brewery
at 4.3%. A lovely smokey brew. Our ‘preparation’
8
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Off we trudged under various underpasses on the
scenic route to the Roundhouse, where over 400
ales of all sorts of strengths and colours were to
de
demand
out
a
attention.
Just
w
where
to start?
‘I
know..I’ll
h
have
a dark
b
beer,
there
o
only
about
2
200
of those’
EenymeenyE
m
mineymo,
s
stick
in a
p
pin
and off
I go. South
Ham’s
‘Black
H
&
White’
s
stout
5.2%
Rutland brewer Grainstore wins
started
me
2nd place in Champion Beer
off, leading
awards at Derby
me to try a
variety of others including my ‘beer of the festival’
Dancing Duck’s ‘Dark Drake’ a sort of oatmeal
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk

PUB OF
THE YEAR 2018
Goes to Green Dragon, Ryhall
The Rutland CAMRA Pub Of The Year (POTY - we
love an acronym) 2018 goes to the Green Dragon
in Ryhall. This is the second time that Shaun and
Debbie Rolfe, Landlord and Landlady, their team
and customers have been recognised as the best
pub in the county.

Landlady, Debbie Rolfe said: “We are delighted
to get the POTY again. It means a great deal to all
of us here, Shaun and I are very pleased to accept
this award which means a great deal to staff and
customers alike. CAMRA is doing a great job in
helping pubs like us remain the real heart of the
community.”

The Green Dragon in Ryhall “What a pub should be”

Award Winning

David Laughton, Pubs Ofﬁcer Rutland CAMRA,
left, presents Shaun & Debbie Rolfe with their
Pub of the Year certiﬁcate.

eld
DigÀ

Ales

With four hand pumps the Dragon is described
in the Good Beer Guide as a Former Melbourns
stone built pub in the heart of the village. The Main
building is Grade II Listed and was built in the
17th Century and gives the Green Dragon Pub a
nice cosy feel with its low ceilings and nooks and
crannies. Superb home cooked meals are served
and as the pub has it’s own pizza oven these are a
speciality of the house and served daily.
David Laughton, Pubs Ofﬁcer said “The Dragon is
what it a pub should be: welcoming, friendly and
at the heart of the community. They kindly offer
card carrying CAMRA members a 20p discount
on real ale and run a very successful beer festival
usually held in May. Well worth a visit.”

10
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ABV 3.9%

brewed at
Lilford Lodge Farm
Barnwell
Northamptonshire
01832 273954
ZZZGLJÀHOGDOHVFRXN
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk

SOMETHINGS
NEVER REALLY
CHANGE!

bird. This was followed by a hand moving across
in front of me and picking up the pint (so justifying
her comment in her ﬁrst article in the “Tiny Pint” –
“Girls like pints as well”). As a result of this, I was
left with the half! This was probably a good thing,
even though it was before the drink/drive laws.
Over time, the situation has not changed, though
sometimes she would have the half and drive and
I had the pint. (Occasionally the world smiled on
me). On foot, I used to ask for 2 pints – 1 each!
She has a very good palate such that I ask her
what she thinks of a beer’s condition if I feel that
something is not right (including me – sometimes
a beer doesn’t taste “right” but it is my taste buds
that are wrong). However, it used to make me so
proud, and still does, when I see her with a pint!

The Old Bird and some of her ﬂock on a
migration to Derby

I courted the “Old Bird” many years ago, when
she was a young bird – slim, blonde and very
attractive. (still is –Ed.) We would go out to a
local hostelry, often by car but sometimes on foot.
When driving, I would ask for a pint and a half
of beer. The bar person would always put the pint
in front of me and the half in front of the young

The “Old Bird’s Beau” – her posh name for a
miserable old b****r like me!

Nick Holford
Rutland CAMRA’s Ornithologist

Nick Holford Rutland CAMRA’s Ornithologist (bird keeper)
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk
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WHAT’S IN
A NAME?
So
Sorting
out some
old Tee Shirts....
o
it’s a bit like the
it’
sock
drawer
so
exercise…
ex
I
ccame
across
an old Leicester
a
Beer
B
Festival
sshirt from 2011
w
which
was
‘‘celebrating’
the introduction
th
of
decimal
o
ccurrency with
a made up
‘‘slate’ of beers
and
prices
a
from
1971,
Dave Casewell, his Police line up picture fr
and YES I do
remember! Whilst the prices were of interest, it was
the NAMES of the beers that immediately struck

•
•
•
•

and unpronounceable Welsh beers (well…to us
English). I am not making a point of beer quality in
my examples which I’m sure was sound.
Now of course there are examples of plain
naming, but I suppose you can argue that a plain
name equals a boring uninventive beer. Is that so?
What’s wrong with a straight forward Casewell’s
Bitter?. Does beer have to have hops from
Patagonia, yeast from Ursa Minor, and Barley
(organic of course) from the dark side of the moon
for it to be interesting? I merely raise the question
and raise a glass of Stoneyford’s ‘Sheepmarket
Supernova’ to you all…and very good it is too.
Send your response to our Chair!

Dave Casewell
Historical Figure

Ansells Mild ……… 1/11d
Ruddles Bitter….
2/1d
Home Ales Bitter … 2/Shipstones Mild… 1/ 9 ½d

I then delved into a pile of old Beer Festival
Guides (this one from Peterborough 2017) to ﬁnd
the following

•
•
•
•
•

Horncastle’s ‘Total Chaos’
Kennet & Avon ‘Wilcot Wide’
Roosters ‘Roots, Rock, Reggae’
Three Blind Mice ‘Four Go Wild in the Fens’
Bexar County ‘Bitter Invention of Satan’

This was a random sample, and only in one
did I ﬁnd any mention of beer style! Now then,
is this a good or bad thing? There have been
well documented examples of offensive beer
names, even in the House of Commons bar,

12
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RUTLAND
BREWERS GAIN
REGIONAL
RECOGNITION

Midlands regional ﬁnals. The pump clip is believed
to be based on Jill Perkins, Dean’s partner and
landlady of the Jolly Brewer where Baker’s Dozen
is a permanent feature.

The Grainstore Brewery in Oakham and Baker’s
Dozen in Ketton have had their hard work
recognised for producing excellent real ales at
recent Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) festivals.
CAMRA has around 200,000 members in the
United Kingdom and has been protecting real ale
and cider in real pubs for over 40 years.

William Davis, Owner/Director Grainstore Brewery,
accepts his Bronze award for The Nip at the
Grainstore Brewery in Oakham.

The Grainstore was awarded Bronze in the Barley
Wine Strong Old Ale Category in the Champion
Beer of Britain East Midlands regional ﬁnals. The
pump clip shows a more than striking resemblance
of Grainstore’s founder Tony Davis. Grainstore is
increasing its market share across the country.
Dean Baker, Head Brewer Bakers Dozen with
his Gold award for his popular Electric
Landlady brewed in Ketton

Dean Baker, Head Brewer of Baker’s Dozen,
has built up an enviable reputation for producing
quality ales enjoyed by a wide audience. Their
Electric Landlady secured Gold in the Golden
Ales category in the Champion Beer of Britain East
www.rutlandcamra.org.uk

Jon Whowell, Chairman of Rutland CAMRA said,
“For such a small county it is remarkable that we
sustain so many good pubs. Along with our recent
award winners: Grainstore and Baker’s Dozen
- we are also blessed to have Stoney Ford in
Ryhall that is getting appreciated by an increasing
customer base. Congratulations to all involved in
brewing here in Rutland”
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Join up, join in,
join the campaign
You are just moments away from a year in beer heaven!
From as little as £25* today, be part of the CAMRA community and enjoy discounted
entry to around 200 beer festivals, exclusive member offers and more. Discover all the
ins and outs of brewing and beer with fantastic magazines and newsletters, but even more
importantly support various causes and campaigns to save pubs, cut beer tax and more.

Join CAMRA today
Enter your details and complete the Direct Debit form below to get 15 months for the price of 12 for
the ﬁrst year and save £2 on your membership fee.
Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form, visit www.camra.org.uk/joinup or call
01727 798440. All forms should be addressed to Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatﬁeld Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.

Your details:

Direct Debit

Non DD

£25

£27

Forename(s) ..................................................................................................................

Single Membership
(UK)

Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) ......................................................................................

Joint Membership

£30

£32

Address ...........................................................................................................................

(Partner at the same address)

...........................................................................................................................................

*For information on Young Member and
other concessionary rates please visit
www.camra.org.uk/membership-rates
or call 01727 798440.

Title ................................ Surname ...............................................................................

............................................................................. Postcode ..........................................
Email address ................................................................................................................
Tel No(s) ........................................................................................................................

Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership)
Title ................................ Surname ...............................................................................

I/we wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale,
and agree to abide by the Memorandum and
Articles of Association these are available at
camra.org.uk/memorandum

Forename(s) ..................................................................................................................
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) ......................................................................................

Signed ......................................................................................

Joint member’s Email ..................................................................................................

Date ..........................................................................................

Joint member’s Tel No ................................................................................................

Applications will be processed within 21 days of receipt of this form. 04/17

Instruction to your Bank or
Building Society to pay by Direct Debit
Please ﬁll in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to:
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 230 Hatﬁeld Road St. Albans, Herts AL1 4LW

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society
To the Manager

Bank or Building Society

This Guarantee should be detached
and retained by the payer.

The Direct Debit
Guarantee

Service User Number

9

2

6

Address

1

2

9
O

This Guarantee is offered by all banks and
building societies that accept instructions
to pay by Direct Debits

O

If there are any changes to the amount,
date or frequency of your Direct Debit The
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd will notify you 10
working days in advance of your account
being debited or as otherwise agreed. If
you request The Campaign for Real Ale
Ltd to collect a payment, conﬁrmation of
the amount and date will be given to you
at the time of the request

O

If an error is made in the payment of your
Direct Debit by The Campaign for Real
Ale Ltd or your bank or building society,
you are entitled to a full and immediate
refund of the amount paid from your bank
or building society

O

If you receive a refund you are not
entitled to, you must pay it back when
The Campaign Real Ale Ltd asks you to

O

You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time
by simply contacting your bank or building
society. Written conﬁrmation my be
required. Please also notify us.

FOR CAMRA OFFICIAL USE ONLY
This is not part of the instruction to your Bank or Building Society
Membership Number
Postcode

Name

Names(s) of Account Holder

Postcode

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society
Bank or Building Society Account Number

Branch Sort Code

Please pay Campaign For Real Ale Limited Direct Debits
from the account detailed on this instruction subject to the
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand
that this instruction may remain with Campaign For Real Ale
Limited and, if so will be passed electronically to my Bank/
Building Society.
Signature(s)

Reference
Date
Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account.

New Direct Debit members will receive a 12 month supply of vouchers in their ﬁrst 15 months of membership.

A local favourite,Tiger is perfectly
balanced thanks to carefully selected
British hops and premium Maris
Otter malt.
The Tiger is synonymous with
Leicestershire after the Royal
Leicestershire Regiment were nicknamed
‘The Tigers’ in 1825 following long
service in India.
It’s also the name of our local rugby club,
the Leicester Tigers.This is their Official
Beer as it is for the many local teams and
that’s why our Tiger is roaring!
ABV 4.2%

everards

www.rutlandcamra.org.uk

@everards1849

@everards1849
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